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shall truly Inaugurate a magnificent period in Italian
history.'
A few days later, on October 6 and 7, the cabinet met to
consider the situation. It was rumoured that they meant
to call up two classes to the colours, that they were going to
take energetic measures to suppress the trouble. Facta and
Taddei, minister of the interior, held long discussions with
General Diaz, who was summoned to Rome by telegram,
with General Badoglio and with Soleri, the minister for
war. General Badoglio was certain that the fascists could
never reach Rome : ' After five minutes under fire fascism
will collapse/ he said. Mussolini was rather perturbed and
wrote in the Popolo d* Italia :
c We do not think that General Badoglio's sinister
intentions will materialize. The national army will not
march against the blackshirt army, for the simple reason
that the fascists will never march against the national
army, for which they cherish the highest respect and
infinite admiration. ... In spite of everything we are
confident that General Badoglio will not attempt the
useless task of butchering Italian fascism.'
The fascist leaders also feared an immediate political
crisis, which was constantly suggested in the papers, and
Bianchi and Grandi visited Facta, who reassured them.
The Corriere della Sera explained that the fascists did not want
Facta's resignation, * since they could not hope for a more
obliging ministry than the one over which he presided '.
The Facta ministry survived ; the Chamber was to be
assembled at the beginning of November, when the crisis
would solve itself. In this way the fascists gained three
weeks, which enabled them to defeat all the schemes of their
opponents.
The Facta ministry were becoming more hopeful. Against
the march on Rome Facta and his friends had one supreme
weapon ; three days before the opening of parliament, on
November 4, Gabriele d'Annunzio was to make a great
speech in Rome, in which, from the summit of the Capitol,
he was to make an appeal for the pacification of the country.